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Barabbas

. Notorious: Matthew indicates that Barabbas was a well-
known insurrectionist.

. Barabbas: Name means “son of abba,” or “son of father.”

Hence, which “son of father” will the crowd choose? The
choiceis sgmbolic of its idcntity and mission.

. Barabbas: “son of father” who strives to Fig]’)t off the
! Romans with violence and murder.

. Jesus: “Son of Father” who calls Israel to rcpcnt, endure
Pcrsccution, and love their enemies.

y
{

i - Way of life versus way of death (Dt. 0:15-19) (Mitch & Sr,i’?j?)

ngbolic Choice

! Scene from the Passion of the Christ

ForUs

. Asour Fathcr, God will Protcct and Provide for all of our
needs. Our part, of course, is to trust Him.

s Aclam, the son of God, doubted God as a Father who
Proviclcs and therefore took matters into his own hands.

. Atthe root of every sin is u]timate]y a distortion of who God
is, and thus, who we are.

. Jesus, the true son of God, trusted God as His Father at
every moment. While He suffered ir;justice, vio[cnce, and
vengeance, ultimatcly, He is vindicated in the Resurrection.

‘; . Our choice: Trust our Father or take matters into our own hands

Trial of Jesus

. Outof Envy: Pilate recognizes that it was out of envy that
the re[igious authorities handed over Jesus.

2 Tlﬁcg view Jesus as a threat to their autl’]ority in
Jerusalem. (Mitch & Sri, 353)

Reminiscent of Herod who Perceived the child was a
threat to his throne.

- Pope Benedict XVI: Do we have a little “re]igious
! autl'loritg” or “Herod” in us? Is Jesus a threat to our
| goals or P]ans’?

I

Trial of Jesus

. Dream: Recorded only in Matthew’s gosPc].

Divine communication occurs blj means of dreams in
Matt. 1:20; 2:12, 13, 19-20.

Pilate’s wife contrasts with the sPiritua] obtuseness of the
chief Pricsts and elders in Matt. 27:20. (Harrington, 389)

Persuaded the crowds: The crowds no [ongcr view Jesus
Favorab[y.

. While cer‘tain[g not conclusive, this may be from the fact that
thcir leadcrs ad COndenC JCSUS anc{ an unravorable
Roman governor favored him. (Mitch & Sri, 354)

Trial of Jesus

. Let him be crucified: The crowds Push for a Roman
execution. Pilate recognizes Jesus’ innocence, and will try to
excuse himself from the Public uphcaval that is brcwing

. Took Water & Washed Hands: Pilate tries to excuse himself
with a ceremonial washing symbo!izing his innocence
(Deut. 21:6-9, Ps. 26:6-10, Is. 1:15-16) . (Harrington, 389)

| . Bloodbe upon us: idiom for talcing rcsPonsibi]itH for a death
| (Lev.20:9; Deut. 19:10; Josh, 2:19). (Mitch & Sri, 354)

. Crowd includes their children, which comes about with the
{ fall of Jerusalem within a generation (70 AD).
1}
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Jesus is Scourgeol

. This is much more cruel than the thix‘tg—ninc lashes given ':)9
the local Jewish communitg.

. Victim is striPPed and tiedto a Pil[ar orlow post where he
would be whip ed with leather thongs tied to sharp bone

Fra%]mcnts or metal spikes that would tear open the Pcrson’s {
fles

. (Mitch & Sri, 355)

. The more severe the scour ing, the less the victim would
hang on the cross before c]jing. Given that Jesus died on[y
a few hours on the Cross indicates that He received a very
brutal scourgjngand was close to death before he ever
reached Ca]vary. (Mitch & Sri, 355)

Jesus is Scourgeol

{ Scene from the Passion of the Christ

. Governor bC]iCVCS ]’IC

: Religious leaders rail against -

UPsidc Down World

Characters Think Rcali’tg

. Pilatejudges Jesusfromthe . Jesusis t]wcjudgc of the
judgment seat world

. Governor does not govern,

governs but rather excuses himse

Truth is revealed to Pilate’s

Jesus wife, a pagan

. Crowds release false “son of - Crowds condemn the true

father” “son of Father”
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Jesus is Mocked

. Praetorium: Official residence of the Roman governor. Itis
the P]ace where Pilate staged — Herod’s Pa[ace at the
western edgc of the city or Antonia Fortress north of the
TemP]e Area (Harrington, 394).

Jesus is Mocked

. Whole Cohort: At least 600 soldiers.

. Scarlet Mi|itarg Cloak: Scarlet was the color worn bg Roman

military, th ranking Roman officials, and sometimes the
emperor himself. (Mitch & Sri, 356)

. Crown of Thorns: Parodg of royal wealth or diadem

. Reed: A rogal 5cePter held in the rigl'lt hand

. Hail King of the Jews: Imitation of “Hail Caesar!”

the king

)
{
1

Jesus is Mocked

2 Spat upon Him: Fulfills Prophccxj of Isaiah

. Isaiah 50:6: | gave my back to those who beat me, m
cheeks to those who tore out my bcard; ML" face! cﬁc{ not
hide from insults and sPittingA

. Stri\(ing Him on the head: lmaginc the tremendous Pain givcn
that the thorns would have dug in further with each blow.

& Ovcrall, Jesus’ roPI'iccg that He would be handed over to
the Gentiles to be mocked and scourged and cruciﬁed, and be
raised on the third day is coming to fulfillment. (Matt. 20:19)
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ngbolic Meaning

. Hall King of the Jews: Slgni{:g His l(ingship and triumPh over sin.

| . Scarlet robe: RePresents Jesus’ defeat of Satan through his

shed blood

. Crown of thorns: Points to the crown of g|or5 that adorns Jesus
at his Ascension

. Gen. %:18: Jesus takes on curse of “thorns and thistles” which
resulted from Adam’s origina] sin

. Gen. 22:1%: Foreshadowed by the ram caugh’c in a thicket

. Reed: Signiﬁcs the scepter of His l’xcavcn|9 kingclom
(Hahn & Mitch, 68)

Wag of the Cross

. Outside the Walls: Crucifixion norma”}j took P[acc outside

the city walls at ma—jor crossroads in order to maximize the
victim’s Public shame. Prisoners norma”y carried their own
crossbeam to the execution site. (Mitch & Sri. 356)

. Simon of Cyrene: Cyrene was a city in North Africa with a
large chisa PoPulation. He may have been a Pilgrim visiting

Jerusalem for Passover.

- Slgiritua”g;: The fifth station of the Cross invites us to see
ourselves as Simon called to he]P others bear their cross.

. Salvation History: From all eternity, God foresaw Simon’s
Path would meet Jesus on the road to Calvary.

Wag of the Cross

| . Simonis the ﬁ'rstc[)crson to take up his cross for Jesus
(10:38; 16:24) an, Provides us with an image of cliscipleship
(Martin, 632).

. Sometimes our crosses seem randomlﬁ assignecl to us or
to hcavg to bear. How have you handled them?

. What can you learn from Simon about your own disci
About your cross bcaring for Jesus? How have you
“Prcssecl into service?” £

E]eship? ¢

EEn

- Key: Ask Simon to hc[P you carry your
cross!

Crucifixion

. Go]gotha: Matthew translates as “Place of the skull.” The

Latin translation is calvaria or “Ca]vary.” The term refers
cither to its function as a place of execution or to its Physica[

sl’aaPe (a hill like a skull). (Harrington, 395)

. Wine mixed with ga”: Given 50 as to case the Pain. Gall was a

bitter clfscharge of the liver to the ga” bladder. Gall referred
to bitter substances or even poison. Hence, the soldiers

further mock Jesus 133 oﬂzering him this drink.

. Psalm 69:22: Thcg gave me poison for my food; and for my
thirst ’c]’)eg gave me vinegar. B

Crucifixion ,
. After they Crucified Him: Matthew does not give much detail

concerning the crucifixion itself. Roman cruciﬁ'xion, intended
to maximize the criminal’s Pain, included the Fo”owing:

. Criminalis striPPed naked and nailed to a cross with arms
extended or raised;

. Victim had no means of coPing with I’lcat, co]d, insects, or
Pain;
. Crucifixion did not strike a major organ, therefore death

COU]d occur over days From S| OCl( or asphyxiation;

. Footrest enabled victim to lift himself up, ’thereby a”owing
_»]’ﬁm tg'lgrc_athc and Pro]ongﬁ]’)e torture. (Mitch & Sri, 358)

= Matj:bjaGri_]nwa]d — Isenheim. A[tarpicce (1515)
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s Isenheim Alterpiece

. Robert Barron believes that this is the %:catcst chiction of
the crucifixion in Western art. A few hi |igl'1ts:

- Agony of Christ: His hands writhe in agony; His body is
marked with sPots of pox.

; . Mary overwhelmed with z,ricF: She falls into the arms of
! John; and you yourschc a sword will Picrcc. (Lk. 2:35)

! . John the Baptist: Points and holds a scroll which reads,

“He must increase, | must decrease.” (Un. 3:30)

. Lamb: ngbol of the Passover and liberation from the
{ slavcrg of sin; notice that it is cut and blood is Pouring into
} the chalice — Eucharist rc_fpzsints the Cross.

s; Crucifixion
P Whu did Jesus die on the Cross? God could have saved us in
any number of ways. The Crucifixion is most ﬁtting because:

. Reveals: As true God and true man, Jesus reveals both
God Pcncectly (His face!) and man Pchcctlg. (see Popc
John Paul’s Rca’cmpton’s Missio2,11)

. Thanksgiving: Jesus’ sacrifice (i.e., Cross) is an
ou’cwargs exPression of interior t]ﬁanksgiving/ love.
Perfect Sc[F~Omchring: The Father willed perfect
satisfaction from sin, which is an infinite offense.

Jesus, as man, satisfies for sin suPerabunc]antlgA
Un3:16,1Jn2:2)

sf Crucifixion

Jesus Rcveals = e Medicine Chest —
face of God & Sacrlﬁgc = Jesus atones for sin
i (s SARTESSIOE superabundant|9
pceonman than‘(sglvmg

& love

s; Crucifixion :
| . Divided His garments: Soldiers obvious]y do not caPturc the
{ signiﬁcance of what is haPPening before them.

. Psalm22: Thcg divide my garments among, tl’]cm; for my
c[othing thcg cast lots.

. Jesus, King of the Jews: Intended to humiliate Jesus and
Probab]y tEe Jews in gencral. (Mitc]'a & Sri, 59)
. “Behold, your king! He is naked, scourgcd, and crucifiedr”

, . Psalm22.6: Butlama worm, not a man, scorned bﬂ men,
despiscd bﬂ the Pcop[c
]

Crucifixion

. Two Revolutionaries: Thcg are on his right and his left — the
very Positions that James and John wanted! (20:20-23)

. Is. 5%:12: Because he surrendered himself to clcath, was
counted among, the transgressors...

3 Shaking their heads: The mocking continues...

. Ps.22:18: All who see me mock me; thcg cur] their liPs and |
Jeer; tl’]cﬂ shake their heads at me.

. If you are the Son of God: Reminiscent of the devil’s
tcmPtation of Jesus that He throw Himself down from the
ParaPct of the TcmP]c. (Matt. 4:56)

'

3

s; For Us

'f . Foot of the Cross: Notice the various reactions surrounding
|  JesusasHe dies on the Cross.

! . Some casts lots or P]ag games (Matt. 27:35)

i - Some keeP watch (Matt. 27:36)

! . The two revolutionaries arcjust there (Matt. 27:38)

| . Some mock him (Matt. 27:29-44)

:

. The BEucharist rc~Prescnts (makcs Prescnt) the sacrifice of
the cross. (CCC 1%66) Therefore, we should expect the
same reactions around the Eucharist.

{ . Some ﬁcoP[c are focused. Others are just there. Others
! read the bulletin. And still others mock the Mass.
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- Mary looks 3oungand
cautiful, yet strong in
ho[ding her Son.

‘ . She holds his ri%"}t arm up
Pus]’iing up His flesh a little.

. Marg’s left hand Presents

Christ’s bodF? to the viewer.

This the path to salvation.

. Jesus’ bodg offers no
resistance. He is open and
lnersblei -

Death of Jesus

Michelangelo’s Pieta

. The end of Jesus is the end of the world

Death of Jesus

. After the death of Jesus, there is an cxP]osion of
suPerna’cural ac’civity which has sPecia] meaning,

. Darkness (Joel 2315 of. Acts 2:20), torn veil G.e., end of
the temple), cart]’)quake (Ps. 68:9; Ps. 77:19), resurrection
of the dead (Dan. 12:1-3), and conversion of the Gentiles
are signs of the end time.

. The “dag of the Lord” dawns at Golgotha. The divine

judﬁﬂcnt dcsccnds, and the future resurrection are
gat ered.

in miniature. ~Allison, 884

Death of Jesus (27:51-5)
: - An earthquake
- Opening of tombs
| . Resurrection (saints’ bodies)
. The guarc[s fear

. Resurrected saints gointo
the ho[g city (witnesses)

. Women witnesses (Marg

Magda]enc, another Mary)

Death & Resurrection

Resurrection of Jesus (28:1-11) '
. An eart]ﬁquakc

. OPeningoi:tomb

. The Resurrection

. The guards fear

. Roman guards tointo the

holg city (witnesses)

. Women witnesses (Marﬂ

Magda]cnc, another Mary)

55 ;A”ison, 884

| . Resurrection Alone: [Jesus] turned and said to Peter, “Get

. Next wcck, we will discuss the Resurrection!

Death & Resurrection

. Kei ?: The similar circumstances surroundingJesus’ death
an

Resurrection tells us that the two a]ways go togct]'lcr.

. In other words, there is never a Eeriod after Jesus’ death,

onlg acomma. Death does not have the last word, but Life.

. Death Alone: If for this life only we have IﬁoPcc[ in Christ, we

are the most Pitiab]c PcoP[e of all. ¢ cor. 15:19)

behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinkin:
not as God does, but as human beings do.” >
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