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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Rectory

Why do we need a rectory to house several priests
on campus?

The Catholic Church has long recognized the importance
of priests living close to the people they serve. A rectory
on campus allows priests to be more present in parish
life, readily available to parishioners, and able to share
daily life and ministry together. Living within the parish
community reinforces that the priesthood is not simply a
job, but a vocation — a spiritual fatherhood and a pastoral
way of life — centered on serving God’s people.

Our current living arrangement for priests has been a
great gift. However, we must prepare for the possibility
that our beloved parish community will require a
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pastor and a permanent associate priest. We also hope
to create a living arrangement that could be home

for a retired priest, a teaching parish seminarian for
weekend visits, or a neighboring pastor desiring to live
in a priestly fraternal setting.

Building a rectory on campus is our ideal solution.
However, we recognize that there may be other
alternatives to ensure that St. Therese Parish is served
well and priests can build fraternity, such as purchasing
an existing home next to campus. Rooted in prayer,
leadership will take time as it patiently discerns what is
the best permanent, long-term solution for a new rectory.

‘ DINING

1 DECK
11'x16 |
WALK-IN
CLOSET
——— GATHERING
BEDRM #1 qH0e
) e ] % SUN ROOM
5 g g /MTstRM
ow KITCHEN e
AEEA IPANTRY m
I (A]“ e
5 1
3 CAR ) LS
GARAGE ‘ G ENTRY\_ce || cHAPEL
22'x36' SAmS \_/ 5 SACRISTY[ () 14'x19"
I F o [ [\ BEDRM #2 |
STOR. LAUNDRY
2 FRONT PORCH R
=== =] a =]
H CLo!

*Proposed rectory floor plan




What would a new rectory include?

The proposed rectory is designed to be
much more than a residence. It would
provide a welcoming home where priests
can live in community, a chapel to

pray together, host small meetings and
gatherings, and better serve the parish while
still providing each priest with appropriate
private living space.

During the planning study, many
parishioners shared that the original
proposal was larger and more expensive
than necessary. We listened carefully to that
teedback and substantially revised the plans
while maintaining our goal of creating a
home that supports community living for
multiple priests.

The current design would be fully ADA
compliant to accommodate three priests,
with the flexibility to convert additional space
into bedrooms if needed in the future. Each
bedroom would include a private bathroom,
workspace, closet, and sleeping area.

What are the anticipated operating
and maintenance costs? How would
the parish pay for them?

Like any home, a rectory has ongoing
expenses, including utilities, insurance,
maintenance, and housekeeping. To help
cover these costs, we plan to redirect the
$2,000 per month budgeted to rent our
existing rectory. In addition, if priests from
neighboring parishes or retired priests
choose to live in the home, rental income
would help offset day-to-day operating
expenses. As with every parish facility, we are
committed to responsible stewardship and
will carefully manage operating costs over
the long term.
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